“Kentucky higher education is within
reasonable range of affordability for most
students. The biggest exception to this is
lower-income, independent students who
do not receive as much state aid as

dependent students and face a higher net

price which requires more borrowing.

Some dependent students in the lowest-
income quatrtiile attending four-year public
or private institutions are also at the

margins of affordabilty.”

College Affordability in Kentucky, JBL
Associates, Inc. and the Educational Policy
Institute, September 2005

QUESTION 2

Is Kentucky education
affordable for its citizens?

To increase Kentucky’s intellectual capital, college must remain
financially accessible, especially for families who are least able
to pay. Historically, the cost of going to college in Kentucky has
compared favorably to other states. This is still true today.
Tuition remains relatively low and the average financial aid
award is high. However, rising tuition and fees are placing a
financial strain on many families. If this trend continues,
Kentucky may overload students with debt or price them out of
college completely. We must strive to provide Kentuckians with

the highest quality of education possible at an affordable price.

FIVE QUESTIONS - ONE MISSION









How We Get to Yes

Increased public investment in postsecondary education and
financial aid for the greater economic and social good
of Kentucky.

Increased institutional productivity and efficiency to contain
tuition and college costs.

More integrated and aligned policies governing financial aid,
tuition, and state appropriations aimed at reducing financial
barriers for students and increasing institutional capacity to
meet the educational needs of the state.

More and better communication with prospective students and
their families about financial aid opportunities and net
college costs.

Expanded grant programs and low-interest, forgivable student
loans that address workforce demands and the needs of
underserved populations, including GED graduates, parttime
students, and transfer students.

A re-examination of the Kentucky Educational Excellence
Scholarship (KEES) program to ensure students are rewarded,
not just for good grades, but also for taking rigorous courses.

BETTER LIVES FOR KENTUCKY’S PEOPLE




